Year Group: 1

Lila and the Secret of the Rain- Topic Plan-Summer 1 2017-18

Term: Summer 1
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Seorel of Rain

For months the sun has burned down on Lila's Kenyan village. It is too hot to gather firewood,
too hot to weed the garden, even too hot to milk the cow. Without rain the well will run dry
and the crops will fail. Lila is so worried that when her grandfather whispers to her the secret
of rain, she decides to go and talk to the sky herself. How Lila saves the village by telling the
sky the saddest thing she knows is told in David Conway's elegant and spare prose style,

) \ u ] . which is complemented perfectly by Jude Daly's beautiful and poignant illustrations.
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Big Ideas: Memorable experiences:

Why is water important?

Outdoor learning linked to text, trip to Jubilee Park (Science)

English

Writing outcomes:

Fictional narrative account (2 weeks)-Children will write a simple retell of the story of Lila and the rain.

Poetry (2 weeks)-Children will use descriptive language in order to compose a response and call poem.

Non-chronological report (2 weeks)-Children will a simple non-chronological report about life in Kenya (links to humanities)

This term, year 1 will also be following the Read, Write Inc. programme which combines Phonics and English. Children will be given
the opportunity to build their knowledge of phonemes and read books containing these learnt phonemes and graphemes.
The books each have an associated writing task which aims to improve their ability to form sentences, use correct grammar and

improve their spelling.

Spelling:

- Each syllable is like a ‘beat’ in the spoken word. Words of more than one syllable often have an unstressed syllable in which

the vowel sound is unclear.
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- The /t/ sound is usually spelt as tch if it comes straight after a single vowel letter. Exceptions: rich, which, much, such; catch,
fetch, kitchen, notch, hutch.

- The /v/ sound at the end of words; English words hardly ever end with the letter v, so if a word ends with a /v/ sound, the
letter e usually needs to be added after the ‘v’; have, live, give.

- Adding s and es to words (plural of nouns and the third person singular of verbs); If the ending sounds like /s/ or /z/, it is spelt
as -s. If the ending sounds like /1z/ and forms an extra syllable or ‘beat’ in the word, it is spelt as —es.

- Adding the endings -ing, —ed and -er to verbs where no change is needed to the root word; -ing and —er always add an
extra syllable to the word and —ed sometimes does; The past tense of some verbs may sound as if it ends in /1d/ (extra syllable), /d/
or /t/ (no extra syllable), but all these endings are spelt —ed; If the verb ends in two consonant letters (the same or different), the
ending is simply added on; hunting, hunted, hunter, buzzing, buzzed, buzzer, jumping, jumped, jumper.

Grammar:

- Joining words and joining clauses using and.

- Introduction to question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences.

- Capital letters for names and for the personal pronoun.

- How the prefix un- changes the meaning of verbs and adjectives [negation, for example, unkind, or undoing: untie the
boat].

- Regular plural noun suffixes —s or —es [for example, dog, dogs; wish, wishes], including the effects of these suffixes on the

meaning of the noun; encouraging use of terminology in everyday speech; singular, plural.

- Suffixes that can be added to verbs where no change is needed in the spelling of root words (e.g. helping, helped, helper).

Handwriting:
- Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly.
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- Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place.
- Form capital letters.

- Form digits 0-9.

- Understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise
these.
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Science-Plants

Children will be able to identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees.
They will also be able to identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including trees. As part
of this unit of work, the children will be given the opportunity to visit Jubilee park as part of a wildflower and tree hunt.
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